
How is literacy 
essential to the 

goals and purpose 
of  citizenship 

education?  

Welcome, we’re so happy to see you! Please find your 
name on a table tent and have a seat at that table. All you 
need is a writing utensil and if  possible, a photo that tells 

something about you (perhaps in your phone, wallet, etc.).  
You do not need your computers at this time.  



Learning Targets 
0 Identify, observe, and assess the new DCT  
0 Develop an awareness of  the changes made by KSDE to 

the social studies standards and begin to evaluate 
curricular response to those changes 

0 Reflect on previous PD goals and prioritize PD goals for 
’13-14 

0 Collect reading strategies to utilize with students from 
colleagues 

0 Generate a list of  essential informational texts to be 
utilized in social studies courses 

0 Develop an awareness of  how to utilize LDC templates 
with essential informational texts 
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Show Me About You! 
 

0 Please take out your cell phone and pick a picture or two that 
helps illustrate who you are (e.g. family photo, dog photo, 
tailgating photo, etc.). If  you do not have a photo on you, then 
on a post-it, please list 5 characteristics that describe 
something you adore.  
 

1. Partner up with someone at your table and determine who 
will be Partner A and Partner B.  

a. Partner A is the person who has been in education the longest. 
2. Partner A shows Partner B their photo(s) without 

describing or identifying anything. 
3. Partner B asks Partner A two questions about the photos 

that will allow them to collect information about Partner A.  
a. The questions need to elicit more than a one word response.  

4. Switch and Partner B will show Partner A their pictures, 
while Partner A asks questions to learn about Partner B.   
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Essential Question 

0How is literacy essential to the goals and 
purpose of citizenship education?  
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Jot Thoughts 

Group members “cover the table,” writing ideas on slips 
of  paper. 
1. Teacher names a topic, prompts a discussion or poses 

a problem, sets a time limit, and provides think time 

2. Students write, announce and place on the table (as 
they announce) as many ideas as they can in the 
allotted time, one idea per slip of  paper 

3. Each slip of  paper is placed in the center of  the table; 
students attempt to “cover the table” (no slips are to 
overlap). 



Reflections & Goals... 

0 Please take a few moments to fill out the “All About Me” 
activity on your tables.  

 

0 Upon completion, read through the preamble of 
Thomas Jefferson’s, A Bill for the More General 
Diffusion of Knowledge.   
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Essential Question & LDC  

0 How is literacy essential to the goals and purpose of 
citizenship education? After reading the preamble to 
Thomas Jefferson’s, “A Bill for the More General 
Diffusion of Knowledge,” write a paragraph that 
addresses the question; support your position with 
evidence from the text.  

 

Extension - Give examples from past or current events or 
issues to illustrate and clarify your position  
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Support? 

0Did you utilize a reading strategy to 
gather information from the text?  

0What reading strategy could you have 
used or did use? 

0Partner up with two colleagues from your 
table and share your reading strategies. 
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Close Reading 

1) Read the selection to yourself. 

2) Reread the text and paraphrase in writing. Share with a 
partner. 

3) Read the selection aloud. 

4) Reread the selection and answer text dependent 
questions to self-assess your close reading and 
understanding of the text. 

5) Grow vocabularies 

6) Write an essay, argument, paragraph, response to an 
essential question, etc.   
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Literacy Targets 

0 Read the Preamble to Thomas Jefferson’s, A Bill for the 
More General Diffusion of Knowledge. 

0 Write a paragraph that answer the essential question, 
how is literacy essential to the goals and purpose 
citizenship education? 

0 Collaborate with colleagues on reading strategies to 
better understand the meaning and wording of 
Jefferson’s bill.  
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KS Social Studies 
Standards 

 

5 Standards Strands 

1. Choices have consequences 

2. Individuals have rights and responsibilities 

3. Societies are shaped by beliefs, ideas, and diversity 

4. Societies experience continuity and change over time 

5. Relationships between people, place, ideas, and 
environments are dynamic 
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Breaking it Down: 
Being asked to teach 10 things: 

0 Choices 

0 Consequences 

0 Rights 

0 Responsibilities 

0 Beliefs 

0 Ideas 

0 Diversity 

0 Continuity 

0 Change 

0 Dynamic (Changing) Relationships 

Utilizing 4 points of  view 

0 Historic 

0 Political 

0 Economic 

0 Geographic  



Each Standard has 4 Benchmarks asking students to engage in a 
process of: 

 

0  Recognizing and evaluating 

0  Analyzing context and draw conclusions 

0  Investigate and connect 

0  Construct/create and justify/defend 

Benchmarks 



0 Recognize critical (1 of the 10) and provide a 
rationale/argument 

0 Evaluate the impact . . .using evidence 

0 Analyze the context . . .using evidence 

0 Demonstrate their depth of knowledge . . .using evidence 

0 Make a connection to a contemporary issue . . .using 
argument 

0 Use their understanding to create or construct a claim . . . 
support it with argument and evidence 

Student Expectations: 



Collaborate & Process... 
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All Write Round Robin 
Students take turns  in their teams 
responding through writing 

 
1) The teacher poses a problem or 

question to which there are 
multiple possible solutions or 
responses and provides think time.  

2) Students take turns sharing their 
answer (teacher establishes who 
goes first and if  turns should be 
taken in clockwise or 
counterclockwise order) 

3) Students each record each answer 
on their paper.  

 

0 What are some similarities 
among the student 
expectations?  
1. Person with the longest 

hair writes down their 
response on the paper 

2. Pass the paper clockwise 
3. Group members take 

turns adding to the list 
4. When all members have 

contribute, the person 
who started the list, reads 
it aloud to the group 



Literacy Expectations 

0Reading  

0Writing  

0Communication 
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Compelling Questions... 
 

0 How might your belief about your own ability to learn 
affect your memory? (Psychology, Learning Unit, 
Standard 3) 

  

0 Under what circumstances should individuals fight for 
the rights of  others? (7th grade, KS History, Standard 2)  
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Flexibility... 
“For the purpose of instruction, educators have great 
flexibility in how instructional content is organized. The 
units listed below are provided as a planning guide and 
are organized chronologically but this should not prevent 
teachers and districts from taking a thematic instructional 
approach. The state performance assessment prompts and 
primary/secondary source libraries used as part of  the 
assessment process are based on this unit organization” 
(KSDE).   
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Citizenship Education 
0 An informed citizen possesses the knowledge needed to 

understand contemporary political, economic, and social 
issues.  
 

0 A thoughtful citizen applies higher order thinking skills to 
make connections between the past, present, and future in 
order to understand, anticipate, respond to, and solve 
problems.  
 

0 An engaged citizen collaborates, contributes, compromises, 
and participates as an active member of a community. 
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Mission  Statement: The Kansas Standards for History, Government, and Social 
Studies prepare students to be informed, thoughtful, engaged citizens as they 

enrich their communities, state, nation, world, and themselves (KSDE).  



Break Out Session 

0 Break into groups based on content expertise 

0 Discuss, explore, and decide on a list of  essential 
informational texts that students should read in your 
course.  

0 Extension activity - develop at least one LDC template 
that could be used with a document or two on your list 
(templates can be located under curriculum resources 
on the staff login under high school social studies) 
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Where to begin? 
0 Before you begin, ask for one group member to email the list 

and any other resources you create to Kelly Wessel – 
kcwessel@bluevalleyk12.org at the end of our time today 

0 Take some time to talk about informational texts, primary & 
secondary source documents that you have used in the past 
(textbook does not count!). Everyone in the group needs to 
share.  

0 Start to make a list 
0 Examine the text exemplars in Appendix B of the CCS 

(curriculum resources on staff login – you can find them 
under both high and middle social studies resources under 
the category Common Core) 

0 Reexamine your list and discuss which documents are 
essential (everyone needs to use) and which documents are 
supplemental (available for use). 

0 Keep in mind two things: 
 1) Text Complexity  
 2) Working list, not finalized 
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Groups for Work Session 

AP Gov’t/Gov’t   
0 Barikmo 
0 Pence 
0 Anderson 
0 Thomas 
0 Pinto 
0 Anderson, A. 
0 Koerkenmeier 
  
AP US 
0 Klopfenstein 
0 Winetroub 
0 Smajda 
0 Christensen 
0 Newsum 
0 Pendleton 
0 Loechner 
0 Addington 
  
 
 
 
 
 

US 
0 Berding 
0 Sullivan 
0 Bein 
0 Hitchcock 
0 Lange 
0 Orrick 
0 Headu 
0 Orlowski 
0 Copp 
  
AP Euro 
0 Buchanan 
0 Breedlove 
0 Skiles 
0 Brown 
0 Ohlde 
0 Ortmann 
0 Stuewe 
  
 
 
 
 

WW 
0 Scardino 
0 Jones 
0 Coffelt 
0 Weaver 
0 Meachan 
0 Copeland 
0 Troxel 
0 Winslow 
0 Durick 
0 Rost 
  
AP Psych/Psych 
0 Buffington 
0 Stites 
0 Dewey 
0 Alexander 
0 Bandy 
 
6th  
7th 
8th 
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Essential Question 

0How is literacy essential to the goals and 
purpose of citizenship education?  
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